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You may have seen the bus stop signs being
removed from France Avenue. Or maybe you noticed
the decline in buses traveling through Kenwood. But
more likely, these milestones passed without notice.
That’s because fewer of  us than ever are using local
public transit and Metro Transit is responding accord-
ingly.  

Late August marked another series of  cuts to
Kenwood and CIDNA’s shrinking bus service, as Metro
Transit reorganized routes to better serve the West End
development and prune thinly patronized existing runs.
The result is that Hill & Lake Press neighborhoods are
at a new low in transit service in the post-streetcar era. 

There was a time when the Kenwood bus ran at least
hourly from sunup to early evening and a few times on
Saturday, while CIDNA was served via a spur of  the
Cedar Lake bus once an hour. The August cuts deleted
all #9 service on France and Ewing Avenues, while
rerouting the #25 Kenwood service to originate at the
St. Louis Park JCC (replacing the discontinued #649
Cedar Trails express). Buses now pass through
Kenwood in one direction only but use I-394 for the
“deadhead” to/from downtown. 

What this all means is one can no longer ride the bus
into Kenwood in the AM or downtown in the PM, and
that CIDNA has lost all its bus service (13 weekday
trips, one Saturday). Though Hennepin Avenue and
Lake Streets remain richly served with buses, the inner
Hill & Lake Press neighborhoods are a one-mile walk
from public transit outside the core of  rush hour.

Residents are not using the bus and it hasn’t escaped
a resources-strapped Metro Transit’s attention.
According to senior transit planner Steve Mahowald,
the France/Ewing segment of  the #9 route averaged
three daily riders, while the six cancelled #25 reverse
commute trips carried an average of  one rider each. 

The reroute discontinues #25 and #9 service to the
bus station at the growing collection of  apartment
buildings at France and Lake. Those riders still have fre-
quent route #17 service, but the change will further
depress #25 patronage, which Metro Transit already
deems low. And it’s unclear whether Cedar Trails/JCC
riders will put up with being the last stop on a long
Kenwood trip after years of  being among the first stops
on a now-eliminated express bus. 

Though Kenwood and CIDNA constitute part of
Metro Transit’s core service area, which calls for lines
spaced no more than half-a-mile apart, that standard is
only met roughly six hours each weekday. Mahowald
says Metro Transit’s benchmarks are predicated on the
belief  that customers will walk no more than a quarter-
mile to catch a bus and a half-mile for a train. 

Mahowald notes that transit service in HLP neigh-
borhoods will be reorganized when Southwest LRT
arrives—a speculative prospect given current budgetary
and legal challenges to the line. The current reality is
that this bus service has been caught in a vicious cycle
of  atrophy for more than two decades. Though transit
service into this affluent and low-density corner of  the

Kenwood/CIDNA Bus Service
by Adam Platt

city has never been robust (Kenwood was one of  the
first routes to lose its streetcars), past ridership was bet-
ter and funding formulas were not under such stress.

Twenty years ago, reverse commute “deadhead”
buses carried domestics to jobs on Lake of  the Isles and
revelers to evening activities Downtown. The drip, drip
of  service cuts—first Saturday, then midday, then rush
hour fringe, now the deadhead buses, have driven many
riders, including this one, to park near Hennepin
Avenue to have access to the greater frequency and flex-
ibility the #6 bus offers. 

The causes for declining ridership go beyond the
vicious cycle of  service cuts driving down ridership
engendering more service cuts. Kenwood and CIDNA
have lost bus riders to the booming cycling phe-
nomenon while the Kenwood route labors under the
effect of  nearly three years of  Nicollet Mall closures,
which have detoured the bus to a congested and fre-
quently narrowed Hennepin Avenue. The result has
been a double-digit percentage ridership drop, likely due
to delayed PM rush trips and the chaotic and increas-
ingly unsavory Downtown bus stops.

Ridership data from 2015 (pre-Nicollet Mall closure)
shows an average of  94 inbound #25 riders each day
from Kenwood/CIDNA, with 52 riders returning
home on the route. But nearly half  used stops at Lake
& France or Douglas & Bryant, where alternate service
exists (this explains some of  the disparity in inbound
and outbound ridership data). Two years later, in spring
2017, during the Nicollet closure, total ridership was 71
inbound and 43 outbound each day. 

The data is stark: Currently there are only 40 riders
boarding the Kenwood bus each morning from stops
west of  Bryant Avenue and 30 returning home. That’s
roughly $175 in fares supporting 10 bus trips. 

State transit funding, tied to a vehicle sales tax and
general fund appropriations from a transit-hostile GOP
state legislature, has been flat or falling since the reces-
sion, as Minnesotans replace cars less often and state
legislators play out a rural/urban political battle by
squeezing public transit. The millennial predilection for
bikes and Uber portend further atrophy. Though
Mahowald says Metro Transit has no plans to end ser-
vice to Kenwood and CIDNA, already low ridership
combined with continued funding declines are an omi-
nous portent.

“It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy,” says 7th Ward City
Councilperson Lisa Goodman. “You can’t build transit
ridership by making it inconsistent and unreliable.”
Goodman is frustrated by a sense that by the time
Metro Transit seeks public input on service reorganiza-
tions, the die has already been cast. Yet Goodman
acknowledges most of  the constituent feedback she has
received about bus cuts has come from Bryn Mawr,
which lost a portion of  its route #9 service as well. 

The only good news is that the #25 will return to
Nicollet Mall when the street reopens late this year,
which should improve the bus’s PM rush reliability, as
well as bus stop security. Longer-term, a failure to build
a 21st Street LRT station (which could become a hub
for reorganized bus service to serve the line) could
prove the greatest threat to local service, because it’s
hard to see the Kenwood bus surviving many more
years of  the current atrophy. 

The real question for Hill & Lake neighborhood res-
idents is whether they value transit access enough to

start using the bus. Metro Transit is focused on meeting
demand and serving the transit dependent. There is
very little of  either in Kenwood and CIDNA and it may
not be long until even the elderly and mobility impaired
are expected to walk a mile or more to get access to the
region at large. 
Adam Platt is executive editor of  Twin Cities

Business magazine. He has lived in Kenwood since
1997 and commutes by bus daily. 

Your Hill and Lake ‘how-to’ guide
to Ranked-Choice Voting 3.0

By Michael Wilson
By 8:01 pm on November 7, about 80,000 of  us in

Minneapolis will have voted for a mayor, 13 City
Council members, nine Park Board commissioners, and
two members of  the Board of  Estimate and Taxation.
It’ll be our third municipal election using Ranked-
Choice Voting (RCV), so we’ve got the whole RCV pro-
cess pretty well mastered, right? Well, yes and no.
Mastering the first part of  RCV — what to do

when you’re handed your ballot — is easy. StarTribune
columnist Lori Sturdevant wrote recently that it’s not
hard to figure out how to mark a ballot with choices
one, two and three. “Voters told exit pollsters in 2009
and 2013 that they’ve got that part down,” Sturdevant
wrote.
Mastering the second part of  RCV — how the

votes are tabulated — takes some study. You don’t need
to know how the winners are determined in an RCV
election, but it does help if  you want to make the most
effective use of  your ballot choices.

For the three races out of  five on our ballots that
will produce one winner, determining that winner is
straightforward. Go to <vote.minneapolismn.gov>, the
city’s marvelous one-stop website for everything you
need to know about voting. Click on the red “See How

Photo by Dorothy Childers

Hill and Lake “How to Guide” to page six

FALL COLORS

West Lake of  the Isles Parkway
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HAPPENINGS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Oct. 25, noon, Lunch with Lisa
Oct. 25, 5-8pm Strictly Social,The Woman’s

Club
October 26, Hennepin Lake wine tasting at St.

Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church
Thrill Kenwood, Saturday, October 28, 4:00-

8:00 p.m. at Kenwood Community Center.
Nov. 12, 2:00pm St. Mark’s Cathedral

HONORING OUR VETERANS concert
Art Mart, November 25, 12:00-4:00 p.m. at

Jones-Harrison
NEIGHBORHOOD MONTHLY MEETINGS
CIDNA: 2nd Wednesday 6pm Jones-Harrison
EIRA: 2nd Tuesday 7pm Grace Community 
Church
KIAA: 1st Monday 7pm Kenwood Rec Center
LHNA: 1st Tuesday 7pm Kenwood Rec Center

Lunch with Lisa
October 25, 2017

Topic: The Advantages of  Super Bowl LII for
Minneapolis Residents.  
Maureen Bausch, CEO of  the Minnesota Super

Bowl Host Committee is coming to share informa-
tion on all the events surrounding the Super Bowl.
St. Thomas University - Minneapolis Opus Hall

202.  $10.00 lunch is offered.  Discussion starts
promptly at noon.

RSVP to RUTH @ 612-673-2207

2919 JAMES AVENUE SOUTH • UPTOWN • 612.353.4920 • PKARCH.COM

Because 
every house has 

a story.

The Wells Foundation presents a concert
HONORING OUR VETERANS
The University of  Minnesota Health Sciences

Orchestra, Stephen J. Ramsey, conductor • with special
guest Elise Bombaro, piano
Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017 • 2:00 pm • Free
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, 519 Oak Grove

Street • Minneapolis
The program will include the Edvard Grieg Piano

Concerto in A Minor, J. S. Bach’s 4th Brandenburg
Concerto and an arrangement of  America the Beautiful
by Katharine Lee Bates and Samuel A. Ward.
Admission is free. Reception following.
You will have an opportunity to make a free will

offering to support the Wells Foundation’s funding of
housing and affiliated programs for homeless veterans.
You also can become a concert sponsor.  All gifts

are tax-deductible. To become a sponsor, or to learn
more about the Wells Foundation, refer to our website
or contact Inez Bergquist at 651-260-6312.

The Woman’s Club of  Minneapolis presents
STRICTLY SOCIAL October 25 5:00 – 8:00
Shelli Stanger Nelson, Guest Speaker
"Your Story Is Your Medicine"
This Event Is Open to The Public
5:00 pm Social Hour with Hosted Hors d’Oeuvres,

Desserts & a Cash Bar
6:00 pm Speaker Presentation Shelli Stanger Nelson,

RN, author, energy medicine practitioner, and educator
has the distinction of  being the first and only blind per-
son to hold a Registered Nurse license in the state of
Minnesota. Her book “Your Story is Your Medicine: A
Prescription for Healing in an Imperfect World” has
achieved #1 holistic book on Amazon. 
Club Members: $15.00, inclusive of  tax and service

charge. Members register through the Front Desk:
frontdesk@womansclub.org or 612-813-5300
Nonmembers: $30.00, inclusive of  tax and service

charge.  Nonmembers register through Eventbrite:
https://yourstoryisyourmedicine.eventbrite.com.
After 4:00 pm on Oct. 24, please pay at the door
Make dining reservations and stay for dinner after

the event! For dining reservations, contact the Front
Desk: frontdesk@womansclub.org or 612-813-5300.

Joseph Donovan’s photography grows from his love of 
beauty and his awareness of the powerful relationship 
between our humanity and the  natural world.

“REVERENCE” – PHOTO EXHIBIT:

  Nov 10th – Dec 16th
Opening Reception

  Friday, Nov 10th: 5pm to 8pm
Gallery Hours

  Thur, Fri, Sat: 10am – 4pm

Hamilton Gallery
3112 West 28th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55416 

For more information
  612-709-5367
  jfdonovan.com/news

Fall Street Sweeping Begins Monday October 16,
2017

Street sweeping starts Monday October 16, 2017
and will continue for four weeks.

Avoid Getting Towed 
Look up when your street is scheduled here -- put in

your address then see which color coded street sweep-
ing date it corresponds to: http://arcg.is/2enpIxa 
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Meet Your Next Park Board Commissioner…
Craig Wilson, of  the Hill Lake Press, and David

Tinjum, of  the Mill City Times, interview
Minneapolis Park District 4 Commissioner candi-
dates Jono Cowgill, 29, of  the Lowry Hill East
Neighborhood (a.k.a., the “Wedge”
Neighborhood) and Tom Nordyke, 54, of  the
Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood about their vision
for the future of  the Minneapolis Park System.
(Please note that each candidate was given the
same questions, same amount of  time to respond
and a total copy limit of  2000 words, which they
both met.)
What experience will you bring to the Park

Board?
Jono Cowgill 

I am an urban planner who leads comprehensive
plans for cities throughout Minnesota. For the past two
years I have been a board member for the Lowry Hill
East Neighborhood Association, chairing the Open
Spaces Committee. Previous to my planning work, I
have led policy-related initiatives for a variety of  public
and non-profit organizations including the Center for
Urban and Regional Affairs and the MN Legislature’s
nonpartisan House Research Department. Before that I
founded a glass blowing education program for under-
served youth in San Francisco, CA. I grew up in
Minneapolis, attending Kenwood Elementary, Anwatin
Middle, and South High schools. I will bring my pro-
fessional planning perspective, my lifelong experience
in the parks, and my evidence-based progressive values
to the Park Board.”

Tom Nordyke 

“I served on the Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board from 2006-2009, and I was elected as President
of  the Park Board from 2008-2009.  During my years
on the Board and under my leadership as President we
were able to bring the Board together after years of
acrimony and difficult relationships with senior MPRB
staff.  We were able to heal the differences with the staff
and to bring unity to the Board around common visions
and goals for the Park System. One of  my greatest
strengths as the MPRB President was my ability to bring
Commissioners together around shared goals in spite of
what were often very different visions and agendas of
the various Commissioners. Some of  the successes of
my time on the Park Board were:

MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2007 – 2020
Launched the Minneapolis Parks Foundation
Extensive renovations of  Lake of  the Isles Park and

Parkway
Repaved Kenwood Parkway
Initiated plans to renovate the Minneapolis

Sculpture Garden at the Walker Art Center
Renovated Parade Field/Stadium and Parkway
Over the years I have also served on many other

civic boards including the Minneapolis Planning
Commission, the Minneapolis Institute of  Art board,
the Minneapolis Parks Foundation & chairing the
Minneapolis Arts Commission, as well as a number of
arts and affordable housing non-profit boards.
Professional, my almost 30 years of  experience in the
unique field of  “Affordable Housing and Real Estate
Development for the Arts” has given me a good objec-
tive outlook of  what it takes to turn an initiative from
an idea to a finished project.  My understanding of  gov-
ernment relations along with historic preservation, and
affordable housing financing over the past twenty years
has made me a leader in this field. I successfully help the
revitalization of  a number of  cities through historic
preservation, economic development and the arts and
affordable housing development. As a vanguard in this
field, I have spearheaded over 30 arts focused real estate
projects with over $1.5 billion in financing across 26
states and Canada. My work demonstrates a history of
creating win-win strategies that benefit preservationists,
developers and the arts community. I am committed to
building creative communities that support and sustain
the arts. I began my career in this creative work as Vice
President for Artspace, the national leader in the field of
developing affordable space that meets the needs of
artists, but since 2003 as W+Noordijk, inc. As a small
business owner I have provided independent consulting
on issues of  real estate acquisition, finance, design and
marketing.  My clients have included many of  the major
cities and foundations across the United States. I have
worked internationally as well on projects as far flung as
the University of  Belgrade in Serbia and Gallery
Magazine in Guangzhou, China. It’s an exciting job!”
What diversity do you bring to the Park Board?
Tom Nordyke – “I was the first openly gay

President of  the Minneapolis Park Board. That is some-

thing I am proud of  and one of  the reasons I jumped
into this campaign. We are seeing less diversity in this
year’s local election cycle than we have in years.
Regarding the LGBTQ community, we are looking at
less representation in local government than we have
seen in a very long time. I believe as a gay man and
member of  our LGBTQ community I have a unique
and diverse voice to bring the Park Board.”
Jono Cowgill – “The diversity I bring comes from

wide variety of  people and experiences that have
shaped me. I am the son of  teachers, I grew up in a
racially and economically diverse Minneapolis neighbor-
hood where I learned to recognize my privilege early
on, and where I have built friendships with people from
a variety of  identity backgrounds. I have lived in
London, Tacoma, Washington D.C. (as a page under
Martin Olav Sabo), and San Francisco. I am also a
trained urban planner who uses empirical data to
inform decisions. I am an old soul who loves Rogers
and Hart, but I am also a millennial. I would bring all
these influences with me to the Park Board.”
What examples do you have collaborating,

working and problem solving with others?
Jono Cowgill – “Currently I work with communi-

ties to solve long-term issues ranging from infrastruc-
ture planning and bonding initiatives to persistent crime
and community disinvestment. I work with city leader-
ship, community members, and business stakeholders
to come up with concrete, long-term solutions that
have collaborative buy-in. I have done this work in
places as far-flung as International Falls. A premier local
example of  my collaboration has been working with the
City of  St. Paul, neighborhood development organiza-
tions, the University of  Minnesota, and citizen leaders
to reevaluate the City’s capital investment program with
a racial equity lens. That work has been effective in
completely transforming the City’s process for allocat-
ing capital dollars equitably throughout St Paul.”
Tom Nordyke – “My time on the Park Board and

particularly being President was a constant exercise in
collaborating, working and problem solving with others.
Our work on the Park Dedication Fee and the repaving
of  Kenwood Parkway both required difficult negotia-
tions with the City, which were eventually successful.
Our work on the Lake of  the Isles renovation, Parade
Field and the Sculpture Garden required work with the
City as well as the State Legislature, and again these
were all successful. Being able to work with other insti-
tutions in a way the not only gets things done, but does
so in a way that is a win for the Park Board is at the
heart of  being an effective Commissioner. It is why I
believe that experience really does matter when we look
to who will represent us on the Park Board.”

The 20-Year Neighborhood Park Plan (NPP20) is a
historic agreement that establishes additional funding to
maintain and revitalize neighborhood parks through
2036. Extensive work has been done by the Park Board
to ensure that funding is allocated based on racial and
economic equity. Do you intend to honor NPP20 and
Park Board Commissioner... to page 4



4 HIll aNd lake PreSS OCTOBer 20, 2017

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

Hennepin 

32
nd

 A
nn

ua
l

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

Lake and Hennepin  

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

CommunityLake  

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

Community 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

 T  

6-9PM
October 26

Thursday

32
nd

 A
nn

ua
l

Wine T  
Henne   

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

Lake and p  
 T  

6-9PM
October 26

Thursday

 Tasting Fu
pin  

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

Lake 
  undraiser

Com

($35 at the Door)
$25 Advance
Tickets:

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

  r
mmunity

($35 at the Door)
$25 Advance
Tickets:

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  Hennepin Lak

at online chase Pur
s Greek Orthodox ChurSt. Mary’

E RP R E M I S P O N S O

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  e LiquorsHennepin Lak

.com .eventbritehandlwine
ch Event Center (3450 Irving As Greek Orthodox Chur

om more than 400 vSample fr

R SS P O N S O

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

dn aANDI Ctroppu sot.com 
ch Event Center (3450 Irving A

arieties of wineom more than 400 v

Monica Smith

cidna.org
612-821-0131
info@cidna.org

 

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
 

  

:tcatno cr oARI Ed
.). Sve    g A     Ave

Carla Pardue

eastisles.org
612-743-6601
carlapar@mac.com

the dollar allocations that have been made based?
Tom Nordyke – “I absolutely intend to honor the

NPP20 initiative! It is a well-developed plan with a great
deal of  community input. It is important to understand
that the NPP20 document was developed in partner-
ship with the City of  Minneapolis and goes hand-in-
hand with the $11 Million dollars a year of  funding over
the next 20 years. There are a number of  candidates for
the Park Board that have stated that they will reopen or
disregard the NPP20. That is an incredibly irresponsible
position to take and would be a disaster for the initiative
and it’s funding as well as the MPRB’s relationship with
the City.”

Jono Cowgill – “I completely support the historic
20-year neighborhood park plan including the funding
allocation framework and look forward to responsibly
administering those dollars. I applaud the many com-
munity leaders who advocated for this historic agree-
ment.”

What would you specifically change and how it
would positively impact racial and economic equi-
ty in our community?

Jono Cowgill – “I will not change anything to the
NPP20 plan, I will only add that it is important the Park
Board is diligent and responsible in how it communi-
cates these important investments to community mem-
bers. As a commissioner I plan to be a public face that
will ensure that all of  our neighborhoods are well-
informed about the progress of  the spending of  our
NPP20 dollars.”

Tom Nordyke – “The Park Board adopted the
NPP20 plan, which includes a racial equity matrix in
decision making for resource allocation and also adopt-
ed the Racial Equity Action Plan for 2017 – 2018. The
Racial Equity Action Plan is in essence a plan for creat-
ing a plan. Both of  these plans are being implemented
right now. They should be monitored to ensure they are
having the desired outcomes and if  those outcomes are
not being achieved the plans should be modified. On
the outside chance that it is determined that one or both
of  these plans is simply not working, then we should
look at ending them and starting anew.  There are a
number of  candidates who have tried to label the
MPRB as a racist organization with no concern about
racial equity or justice. That is simply not true. The
MPRB, like other public institutions has work to do on
many fronts. The plans mentioned above are an excel-
lent start to addressing these issues.”

The RiverFirst project is a multi-decade effort to
transform 11 miles of  once-industrial north Mississippi
Riverfront to public parkland, which will effectively
complete the Grand Rounds through north and north-
east Minneapolis. Do you support the RiverFirst project
on the Central Riverfront?

Tom Nordyke – “I do yes. I am honored to be
endorsed by the current 4th District Commissioner and
current MPRB President Anita Tabb, who has been a
huge leader in the Park Board’s work with the RiverFirst

initiative. I am planning to be a leader in this initiative as
well.”

Jono Cowgill – “Yes, I do. The RiverFirst vision is
critical to the sustained vitality of  Minneapolis as a
regional urban center. It has been a transformative
vision that began in 1987 when the first section of  what
is now James I. Rice parkway first broke ground. We
cannot stop now!”

Specifically, do you support the northeast at
Hall’s Island and expanding the riverfront access
along the river as well as the Upper Harbor
Terminal with the Joint City/Park Board venture?

Jono Cowgill – “Ever since I was very young I have
wondered why for so long Minneapolis turned its back
on the River. Both the Upper Harbor Terminal and
Hall’s Island are key aspects of  that vision, enhancing
access, recreational, and entertainment opportunities
for north and northeast residents.”

Tom Nordyke – “I very much support the contin-
ued development of  the River Front for all residents,
particularly Northeast and North Minneapolis. I sup-
port the current concept design for Hall’s Island and
Scherer Park and will work to refine the plans and move
ahead with the project. I also support the Park Board
working with the City to redevelop the Upper Harbor
Terminal and support join City/Park Board work to
make it a reality.”
Crown Hydro is a controversial hydroelectricity

facility proposed for the Mississippi River front near St.
Anthony Falls. Many area residents are concerned about
impacts on water flow over the falls and nuisances such
as vibrations from a plant while its developers see it as
an opportunity to bring more renewable energy to
Minneapolis. What is your position on Crown Hydro?

Tom Nordyke – “I do not support the Crown
Hydro project. I voted against this project TWICE
while on the Park Board and I would vote against it
again. The main concern I have is the flow of  water
over the St. Anthony Falls. In the four years I was on
the Board the developers of  this project were never able
to definitively prove to me that the project would not
adversely impact water flow over the Falls or that there
would be a remedy if  it did. Diminished or non-existent
flow over the Falls is simply too much of  a risk.”

Jono Cowgill – “I echo Congressman Ellison’s con-
cerns about Crown Hydro given last year’s
Environmental Impact Statement. I do not currently
believe that Crown Hydro has a compelling reason for
their proposed site at St Anthony Falls. The environ-
mental risks and direct conflict with the RiverFirst ini-
tiative (Water Works in particular) are enough to great-
ly outweigh any vague potential energy benefits.”

What is your position on pesticide use in the
park system? Is there an appropriate time to use
pesticides in the park system or should all pesti-
cides be banned?

Jono Cowgill – “There are a few viable models for
severely reducing the amount of  pesticides we use in

the parks, including Kings County WA, Portland OR,
and Toronto. We can realize a more environmentally-
friendly and safe park system by responsibly moving
towards a severe reduction in pesticide use through the
reevaluation of  our Integrated Pest Management Plan.
It is broadly recognized that our current use of  pesti-
cides is unsafe for our already fragile waters, our pets,
and our children.”

Tom Nordyke – “If  we wish to have the kind of
Park System that our community demands in this heav-
ily built urban environment, then we will need to con-
tinue the very limited use pesticides for the foreseeable
future. There is simply no other way right now to deal
with the invasive species that clog our waters and trails
and obstruct or views and access to the Lakes and River.
It should be noted that the Park Board is extremely
judicious about the use of  pesticides. I absolutely sup-
port the goal of  moving toward a pesticide free system.
But to do so now would cause damage to our system
that our community would not accept.”

What should the role of  urban agriculture and
community gardens be in the parks?  What is the
balance between keeping parkland public and
allowing private gardening? 

Tom Nordyke – “The Park Board adopted an
Urban Agriculture Activity Plan back in 2014. This plan
was created with a great deal of  community input and
was intended to compliment the City of  Minneapolis’
efforts including “Homegrown Minneapolis” and the
City’s Urban Agriculture Policy Plan. Frankly, the
MPRB has been slow to implement this plan and I will
make it priority to do so. I think the decision to set aside
park property for community based gardening and agri-
culture is a case-by-case process. I do not see an inclu-
sive and accessible community based garden as ‘private
gardening.’”

Jono Cowgill – “There is a wonderful opportunity
to support the rollout of  the Park Board’s Urban
Agriculture Plan. This plan provides the framework for
allowing public gardens in parks. These public gardens
would be open for all to use and would be more envi-
ronmentally friendly than mowable land. The key to
success for the Urban Agriculture Plan is developing
sustainable partnerships with neighborhood organiza-
tions, the Minneapolis Public Schools, and recreation
leaders to steward gardens effectively.”
The Park Police have been credited with creating a

safer Hidden Beach at Cedar Lake. There has been dis-
cussion in the past of  merging the Park Police with the
Minneapolis Police Department to conserve resources.
However, the fear is that parks will not be a priority for
the City’s police department and that parks will suffer
and become less safe. What is your position on the Park
Police? What would you like to see change, if  anything? 

Jono Cowgill – “I support maintaining a strong,
separate park police force. The issues that park police
face are unique, and having a dedicated force allows for
tailored approaches to ensuring our parks are safe. I
support broadening the tools that our park enforce-
ment has to successfully keep our parks safe for every-
one. I am supportive of  mental health training for the
force, successfully rolling out the new comprehensive
use of  body worn cameras, and expanding the role of
mental health professionals in helping our mentally-ill
neighbors in the parks.”

Tom Nordyke – “The idea of  merging the Park
Police with the City Police force is pretty much a City
idea. I can’t recall a Park Board Commissioner that ever
supported that idea, and for good reason. The Park
Police can and do have a more proactive approach to
policing and it shows. Less than 2% of  our City’s vio-
lent crime happens in our parks. That is a pretty stun-
ning statistic particularly if  you compare that with other
metropolitan areas where the parks are the problem,
not the exception.”
There is a distinct possibility that green space will be

lost to Southwest Light Rail Transit (SWLRT) along the
Cedar Lake and Kenilworth Trails unless representa-
tives can work with the Met Council to develop a solu-
tion. What is your experience working with agencies like
the Met Council? What is your strategy for SWLRT?

Meet Your Next Park Board Commissioner…from page 3
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VOTE  FOR 
MEG FORNEY 

FOR
PARKS COMMISSIONER AT LARGE

MEG�S #1

AS YOUR 
1ST CHOICE

NOV 7TH
PREPARED AND PAID FOR BY 
MEG FORNEY FOR PARKS, 

3201 ZENITH AVENUE SOUTH, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55416

FIXING ELECTORAL 
CONFUSION, VERSION 2017

By James P. Lenfestey
Few voters I know can make sense of  Ranked

Choice Voting (RCV).  Yes, getting rid of  local primary
elections, where voter turnout can be less than the
Domino pizza orders that day, saves money and time.
Yes, RCV means that in theory voters, by making first,
second, third or more choices, insure the winning can-
didate has the favor of  more than half  the voters,
thought counting ballots is more complicated and
expensive and the complexity seems to somewhat deter,
not enhance, voter turnout.

Still, from the public policy and service point of
view, RCV can seem a distinct improvement over the
traditional winner-take-all even if  the winner does not
receive a majority of  the votes (in a race with three or
more candidates).  The old way is how Jessie Ventura
won with 39.9 percent, for example.

The problem, it seems to this geezer voter, is that
RCV requires too much of  the common voter.  Once
we could decide our selection via party affiliation and
endorsement and primary contest.  Now we have to be
strategic. Voters really should have #2 and #3 prefer-
ences, which make them more likely to win if  their #1
choice does not get a majority.  That is the point of  the
RCV exercise. 

It is also why the public election conversation seems
muted.  Have you seen/read/heard a single candidate
pointing out direct differences?  RCV driven political
amity creates a problem for voters who need to differ-
entiate opponents.

A coalition in St. Paul has had enough of  RCV, and
is petitioned the City Council for the old system.   I like
it better too – two choices, rarely a third, only vote for
one.  But RCV remains the law in both cities.
Minneapolis first RCV election proved a circus, with
more than 30 candidates. This year there will be 16.

On Nov 7 I’ll mark my mayoral ballot as follows:
First choice, Tom Hoch, whose experience would make

him the best mayor; Jacob Frey, whose energy makes
him best citywide candidate; incumbent Betsy Hodges,
tested with wobbles.  All three are green, progressive,
smart.   My distinctions are informed by conversations
I have had with citizens who know a lot more than I do
about the candidates and the needs and requirements of
operating a major city as the economic, cultural and
green political engine of  our state.  Sometimes called
party elites, these citizens are in fact those who PAY
ATTENTION and want to WIN for the city.

How will you discern your candidates?  When you
know, early voting is underway at the Early Voting
Center on 3rd street.  Or you can meet your trusted
neighbors at your Ward 7 polling place on Nov 7 and
have a chat.

Oops, my wife wants me to comment on the
Council and Park Board races, and so I must.  The
Bernie Sanders’ Our Revolution, more motivated than
the rest of  us, and rightly fed up with sluggish progress
on climate change and racial justice, stormed the DFL
caucuses, the only ones that matter in Minneapolis, and
were either endorsed or denied endorsement of  more
experienced candidates.  Unfortunately, these bright
young voices sought to turn out all hands, including
skilled and effective legislators such as our council per-
son Lisa Goodman, as not green enough, while accord-
ing to retiring Park Board member Anita Tabb she
“saved” the parks by passing a crucial multimillion dol-
lar deal with the city.  The existing crop of  skilled park
board members, were also denied DFL endorsement,
even though under their stewardship Minneapolis parks
have been ranked #1 in the nation 5 years running by
the Trust for Public Land.  Many of  us, disturbed by
this loss of  effective leadership, continue to support
Tom Nordyke for our district 4 representative, and Meg
Forney, LaTrisha Vetaw and Mike Derus as at-large rep-
resentatives, as a slate whom we believe will be more
effective than the challengers (you can vote for 3 at-
large). These days I sometimes feel like a fuddy duddy.
But in this case I believe I am right.

Tom Nordyke – “I worked with the Met Council a
lot when I was on the Park Board. The Met Council is
a funding partner with the MPRB in areas like the
Regional Park System, land acquisition funding and
other funding streams. I worked with the Met Council
and others when I was on the MPRB developing the
Metro Green Line and the intense debate about routing
the Green Line through the U of  M and across the
Washington Avenue Bridge. I have also work with the
Met Council in my professional life as a developer of
affordable housing. The Met Council is a funding part-
ner in affordable housing and in Brownfields cleanup
and other environment funding. I have generally had a
very good and productive experience in my work with
the Met Council. SWLRT is another story however. I do
not support the current route selected for the SWLRT,
and I never have. Nor do I support the “process” that
lead to the selection of  the current route. Having said
that, the only possibility at this point for halting
SWLRT as designed and to change the route is the law-
suit currently in process by  The Lakes and Parks
Alliance. If  that suit is successful then it is a whole new
ballgame. If  not, then the only thing the Park Board can
do is work to mitigate any negative impacts of  the
SWLRT on the Grand Rounds and our other park
assets. So, things pretty much hang on the lawsuit right
now.”

Jono Cowgill – “It is very unfortunate that the Met
Council’s SWLRT alignment goes through the
Kenilworth Corridor. I personally believe it is a bad
alignment. Currently the Park Board has a
Memorandum of  Understanding with the Met Council
wherein the Park Board agrees to “facilitate the
approval and construction of  any LRT project.” It also
calls for close coordination between MPRB and the Met
Council on final design considerations around the
bridges of  the Kenilworth Channel. The Final
Environmental Impact Statement estimates that the
MPRB will lose a total of  0.7 acres of  green space for a
trail realignment in Bryn Mawr Meadows Park and for
modifications to the rail alignments along the
Kenilworth Corridor. We cannot afford to lose any
more green space due to poor project management or
revised designs. In this vein, I will closely monitor this
proposed loss of  green space and work with the SPO
and Met Council to mitigate these losses. I have worked
with Met Council staff  on housing and transportation
related work and as Commissioner will develop strong
relationships with the current Council while advocating
for my constituents and the Park Board. Within this
project new issues arise consistently, including the law-
suit brought by the Lakes and Parks Alliance, the rebid-
ding of  the construction contract, and unstable federal
matching funds. Should the MOU be revisited by the
Park Board, I would listen to my constituents - espe-
cially those most affected by line construction - to make
an informed decision on any and all agreement param-
eters.”

       

Choral Concert Commemorating the Reformation 

A united performance with The Basilica of  Saint Mary Cathedral Choir and the St. Olaf  Choir 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN. –The Basilica of  Saint Mary presents My Soul Cries Out: 500 Years of  Singing, a unit-

ed performance with The Basilica of  Saint Mary Cathedral Choir in concert with the internationally renowned St.
Olaf  Choir of  St. Olaf  College in Northfield, MN.

In observance of  the 500th anniversary of  the Reformation on October 31, Lutherans and Catholics continue
to engage in ecumenical dialogue and look toward Christian unity. This performance is free of  charge and brings
together a spirit of  hope and communion. 

Saturday, October 28, 8:00pm
The Basilica of  Saint Mary, 88 N 17th St, Minneapolis, MN 55403

My Soul Cries Out: 500 Years of  Singing
The Basilica Cathedral Choir and St. Olaf  Choir
Free of  charge. Open to the public.
The unique performance will feature three movements: Our souls cry out from age to age, in trouble and dis-

tress, and in hope. In word and song, the choirs will join with those gathered in singing hymns shared by our com-
mon faith.

Featuring:
• The Basilica Cathedral Choir, Teri Larson, Conductor
• St. Olaf  Choir, Anton Armstrong, Conductor
• John Ferguson and Christopher Stroh, Organists
• The Basilica Brass Ensemble
Performing selections featuring composers F. Melius Christiansen, Kenneth Jennings, Abbie Betinis, Donald

Krubsack, Zach Westermeyer and Ralph Manuel.
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Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more

Garlock-French is always a good idea
Your house is one of your most valued investments. 

Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and you’ll get years of low maintenance
that looks great.

At Garlock-French, you’ll get skilled roofing solutions, superior  customer
service and we guarantee our workmanship.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

It Works” button and you’ll be taken to three short
videos. The first two show how in successive tabulation
rounds the lowest vote-getter is eliminated, with that
candidate’s second- or third-place votes (if  any) going
to other candidates still in the running. 

My favorite is the MPR video with Post-It notes.
Two of  the five races on our ballots, however, will

produce more than one winner — three At-Large Park
Board commissioners and two Board of  Estimate and
Taxation members. The third video, “How Instant
Runoff  Voting works 2.0: Multiple Winners,” makes a
fine attempt to show how we end up with multiple win-
ners, but it’s complicated. I’ve watched the video a
dozen times, and I think I’m beginning to understand it
— sort of.

The third part of  RCV — strategy, or how to use
your ballot to elect as many of  your preferred candi-
dates as possible — doesn’t get talked about very much,
so we’ll try to do that here. But first, go to <mybal-
lotmn.sos.state.mn.us> and follow the instructions to
see a sample of  the ballot everyone in the four Hill and
Lake neighborhoods will be getting..

Two old-fashioned races.
We’ll be electing a new District 4 Park Board com-

missioner due to current commissioner and Park Board
president Anita Tabb’s departure in January for Florida,
taking with her our gratitude for her friendship and for
her two terms of  stellar service on the Park Board. 
Our ballots list just two candidates running to

replace her, Tom Nordyke and Jono Cowgill. Vote for
one. The winner will be determined after the first
round, like in the old days. There’s no point in voting
for one and making the other your 2nd choice, since
there will be no second round of  ballot-counting. Your
ballot has a third column for your 3rd choice, but using
all three columns would mean voting for one candidate
twice. You can’t do that. The machine will reject your
ballot when you try to feed it in.
The race for two seats on the Board of  Estimate and

Taxation is even easier because there will be only two
people to vote for — incumbents Carol Becker and
David Wheeler. As with the Cowgill-Nordyke race, our
ballots will have three columns for our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
choices. You can vote Wheeler #1 and Becker #2, or
vice-versa, or just vote for one of  them. What you can-
not do is make Becker or Wheeler your 3rd choice as
well as your 1st or 2nd choice. That’s double-voting and
the machine will reject your ballot. 

Mayor: 16 candidates, one winner.
In 2013 mayoral race 35 candidates vied to replace

outgoing mayor R.T. Rybak. Betsy Hodges was in the
lead right from the start, but successive rounds of  tab-
ulation were required because she never quite made it
past the threshold of  50 percent + one. Finally, after 33
rounds of  tabulation, Hodges was declared the winner
— with 48.95 percent of  the votes cast.
Although one of  the advantages of  RCV is that win-

ners ultimately emerge with a majority of  the votes cast
instead of  just a plurality as often happens with tradi-

tional voting, that’s not always the case. Because of  the
large number of  “exhausted” ballots by Round 33 —
ballots whose 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice candidates had
all been eliminated — Hodges won without quite cross-
ing the threshold. (Mark Andrew finished second with
31.44 percent of  the votes cast.)
In 2014 we voters approved a City Charter amend-

ment raising the filing fee for mayor from $20 to $500
or 500 signatures. Partly as a result, this year the candi-
date count is down to 15. 
When you look at the mayoral race on your ballot,

keep in mind that you CAN vote for three candidates,
but you don’t HAVE to. In fact, the ballots say, “2nd (or
3rd) choice, if  any.” It’s unwise, however, to “bullet
vote” — vote just for one candidate — unless all the
other 14 candidates are totally unacceptable to you.
You may think your preferred candidate is a shoo-in

because s/he combines all the best qualities of  Amy
Klobuchar, Al Franken, and Martin Sabo. But if  your
candidate falls by the wayside as successive rounds of
tabulation proceed, you’ve lost any chance of  helping to
decide the ultimate winner if  you haven’t made at least
a 2nd choice.
This year’s race includes a handful of  front-runners,

several moderate-shot candidates, and a larger number
of  long-shot candidates. It’s fine to pick your three
choices from among all three groups, but people
who’ve mastered the RCV tabulation process advise
voting for at least one front-runner whom you could
live with as mayor. Voting for only medium- or low-like-
lihood candidates may feel good, but when your ballot
is exhausted — as it almost surely will be — you’ve lost
any say in determining the ultimate winner.

City Council: four candidates, one winner.
Four candidates are running for the Ward 7 seat cur-

rently held by Lisa Goodman. Two are front-runners
and two are spirited long-shots. By all means vote for
one or both of  the long-shots if  you wish, but also vote
for one of  the two front-runners lest your ballot
become ineffectual when it’s declared exhausted. If  you
make one of  the long-shots your #1 choice and if  the
totals of  the two front-runners are close after Round 1,
your front-runner selection as choice #2 or #3 is likely
to have an outsized impact on the final result.
Barring a stunning come-from-behind victory by

one of  the two long-shot candidates, the winner will be
one of  the two front-runners and will be determined in
Round 3. Vote for both front-runners if  you wish, but
it’ll have no effect on the outcome.  

Park Board At-Large:
nine candidates, three winners.
The last time we elected the three At-Large Park

Board commissioners without RCV, in 2005, the six
contenders’ totals were tightly bunched, ranging from
14.1 to 19.2 percent of  the votes cast. The difference
between the third-place finisher (who won) and the
fourth-place finisher (who lost) was a mere 1.1 percent
of  the votes cast.
Under RCV the threshold for victory in a one-win-

ner race is 50 percent + one. The victory threshold in a
three-winner race is 25 percent + one because once a
candidate crosses that threshold, it’s mathematically
impossible to lose. The tabulation process for getting
there, however, is not the same.
In the mayoral race, if  no one achieves victory after

Round 1, Round 2 starts with eliminating the bottom
vote-getter and distributing that candidate’s 2nd choice
votes. The process repeats until 13 of  the 15 candidates
have been eliminated and a winner can be declared.
In the At-Large race, one candidate may cross the

threshold in Round 1, or it may take one or more
rounds of  eliminating the bottom vote-getters for a
candidate to cross the 25 percent + one threshold and
be declared one of  the three winners.
Here’s where it gets tricky. Once a candidate crosses

the threshold, a redistribution of  her/his votes takes
place. The candidate’s total number of  votes is divided
by the number of  votes in excess of  25 percent + one,
yielding a fraction. (The video shows 12 total blue votes
divided by two excess blue votes, yielding a fractional
redistribution of  one-sixth of  each blue vote’s next-
choice candidate.)
In 2013, under RCV, there were 10 candidates. The

first winner crossed the threshold after Round 4.
Winners 2 and 3 weren’t determined until Round 9,
after seven of  the 10 candidates were eliminated. The
final winning percentages? Winner 1 had 25%, Winner
2 had 23.4%, and Winner 3 had 18.5%.
In a multiple-winner race your 1st-choice vote is

extremely important, but so are your 2nd and 3rd choic-
es. The reason? If  your 1st choice makes over the
threshold, a fraction of  your 2nd (or 3rd) choice vote
gets redistributed. “Sympathy” or “on principle” 2nd-
or 3rd-choice selections may yield a result you weren’t
really planning on.
Here’s a HUGE lesson to be learned for past elec-

tions: in 2013 fully one-quarter of  all voters — 20,638
people — did not vote for any At-Large candidates at
all. The 2017 Park Board elections are crucial. Visit the
candidates’ websites. Watch for lawn signs around our
Hill and Lake neighborhoods. Take this year’s
Minneapolis DFL endorsements with a grain of  salt.
And be sure to vote for Park Board At-Large.
City Clerk Casey Carl has promised that most if  not

all results should be known by Wednesday evening,
November 8 — sooner than in the past — because of
a few procedural and ordinance changes. So be sure to
VOTE on or before November 7, then study and learn
from the results. The 2021 municipal elections will be
upon us before we know it.

Your Hill and Lake ‘how-to’ guide to Ranked-Choice Voting 3.0 continued

LAKE OF THE ISLES HISTORIC
LIGHTING - An lluminating Subject

Kathleen Kullberg LHENA Historian
More than a century ago, on July 5, 1911, what

would seem like any ordinary summer event today  was
celebrated with extraordinary pomp and circumstance,
and hailed as a major engineering achievement.  That
grand day in 1911 marked the official connection of  the
lakes in the center of  Minneapolis into a beautiful string
of  jewels:  the waters of  Brownie, Cedar, Lake of  the
Isles and Lake Calhoun were merged to form a beauti-
ful chain that no other American city can match.  
The actual planning of  this extraordinary event was

set in place 25 long years before in 1886 and after some
serious setbacks and economic downturns finally culmi-
nated that July day in 1911 with a whole week of  cele-
bratory activities.
Lake of  the Isles originally consisted of  mostly low

lying swampy marshes and four small islands left behind
after the last glaciers had deposited their detritus and
melted away.  Then in the early years of  the 20th centu-
ry,  the rolling hills surrounding the chain of  lakes was
becoming a most desirable place to live.  The
Minneapolis park board’s plan was to dredge the swamp
in the middle of  the chain into a real lake, to an overall
depth of  16 feet, and to use the dredged material to fill

Historic Lighting to page 9
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Vote Lisa 
November 7

Lisa knows that working hard and smart, both in and out of City Hall,
protects your progressive values and your pocketbook.

· Established an historic agreement with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
  to fund and maintain neighborhood parks citywide, investing over $200 million
  without a major tax increase and with a focus on neighborhoods with greatest need.

· Founded the city’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund, providing gap funding for    
  housing that serves people earning 30-50% of the metro-wide median income.

· Pushed the city to invest in environmental infrastructure, such as constructing green
  roofs on the Target Center, Central Library, and City Hall, and the largest solar array
  in the Upper Midwest at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

Progressive ideals.  
Proven leadership.

Prepared and paid for by Friends for Lisa Goodman

FriendsForLisa.com

/FriendsofLisaGoodman

CMLisaGoodman

@CMLisaGoodman

Endorsed by: Governor Mark Dayton • Lieutenant Governor Tina Smith • Senator Al Franken
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Lost Bryn Mawr 
By Neil Trembley

Did you know that the Bryn Mawr bluffs once
extended to the several hundred feet south of  its pre-
sent ridgeline?  That the Bryn Mawr neighborhood
once contained streets with fanciful name like Manitoba
and Granada? Or that they were obliterated over a cen-
tury ago?  Not renamed, mind you.  Obliterated.  The
story of  how this happened is all part of  Bryn Mawr’s
historic link to Cedar Lake and the railroads. 

A little background: in 1883 the St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Manitoba Railway under James J. Hill, built an earth-
en causeway through the north end of  Cedar Lake, to
run its mainline rail tracks out to Lake Minnetonka.
(The line is still extant.)  In 1890, Hill consolidated sev-
eral of  his roads into the legendary Great Northern
Railway (predecessor to the BNSF).  For over a centu-
ry, the Great Northern controlled the north end Cedar
Lake.

In the early 1900s, the Great Northern needed addi-
tional infrastructure to handle the swelling grain ship-
ments pouring into Minneapolis.  The nation’s popula-
tion was continuing to expand and Minneapolis’ flour
mills required more wheat to grind to feed the nation’s
hungry mouths.  In response, the Great Northern
sought to expand its Cedar Lake Wheat Receiving Yard
to handle the burgeoning grain shipments.  But there
was a problem.

A pre-glacial branch of  the Mississippi River had
run from just north of  the city to Cedar Lake.  While
the retreat of  the last glacier had filled in much of  the
low-lying area, there were still vestiges of  that old
watercourse in the form of  ponds, springs, and marsh-
es.  (Spring Lake, just north of  Kenwood Blvd, is a rem-
nant.)  In the early 1900s, the area was a treacherous
place, where animals sometimes disappeared into pock-
ets of  quicksand.  To lay more tracks, the Great
Northern needed to stabilize the land in this area. To do
that, it needed fill—lots of  fill.

Throughout 1905, Great Northern land agents qui-

etly bought up private land from a dozen property-own-
ers on the southern edge of  the Bryn Mawr bluffs.
(Although the land had been platted, there appears to
have been no permanent dwellings there.)  By1906, the
Great Northern had acquired twenty-two acres of  land
on the Bryn Mawr bluffs.  Soon, steam shovels began
carving into its slopes.  On August 26th of  that year, a
Minneapolis Journal reporter wrote:

“With the cutting away of  the sand bank towards
Bryn Mawr the face of  the district is being changed
greatly and the picturesquely platted addition called

Cedar Lake Park…is disappearing under the stress of
steam shovel demands. 

Manitoba Avenue has dropped on to the flatcars and
has been consigned to final burial in the Bryn Mawr
bog.  Eden, Myrtle and Granada avenues have lost their
extremities and Antoinette and Madeira avenues appear
to have an inclination to follow Manitoba Avenue to the
bottom of  the sandpit.”

All told, the Great Northern excavated over 600,000
cubic yards of  the Bryn Mawr bluffs.  The maps below
show the area before and after the big dig.  On the 1898

The 1898 map on the top shows the southern edge of  the Bryn Mawr bluff  prior to GN’s removal of  land.
The 1914 map on the bottom shows the bluff  area lost.  Maps courtesy Minneapolis Collection, Hennepin County
Library.

Lost Bryn Mawr continued on page 8



8 HILL AND LAKE PRESS October 20, 2017

greg@chileen.com

612-850-0325

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims
Wood Finishing • Exterior Wood Restoration
Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

30 years
experience

Insured  |  References

Free Estimates

Bryn Mawr Bluffs from page seven

map, notice the sections numbered 9, 10, 11, and 12 as
well as the rounded look of  the bluff.  On the 1914
map, these sections are gone and the bluff  line has
assumed an irregular shape.  Below the newly contoured
bluffs, twenty newly minted sets of  tracks appear.  A
large chunk of  the Bryn Mawr bluffs was wiped out.

Meanwhile, and perhaps not coincidentally, the
Great Northern touted plans for a major upgrade to the
Cedar Lake Yards.  In a huge scoop, the Minneapolis
Tribune reported that the Great Northern would aban-
don its St. Paul facilities and move to Minneapolis! It
would construct a vast complex of  roundhouses and
repair shops at Cedar Lake that would become the new
nerve center of  the Great Northern’s nationwide oper-
ation.  It would add seven to ten thousand workers to
the city’s tax rolls. It would bolster the Bryn Mawr
neighborhood.  It seemed too good to be true.

The company’s public relations department success-
fully blunted any efforts to curb the Great Northern’s
voracious appetite.  Opposition to the digging and fill-
ing was sporadic and uncoordinated.  In 1905, a city
alderman charged the company with attempting to
dupe the city, so it could get a favorable deal on city-
owned land.  In 1906, the city council took further
steps. A September 29 article in the Minneapolis
Tribune noted:

“Alderman [P. D.] Walker of  the eighth ward secured
passage of  a resolution directing the city attorney to
take such actions as he deems necessary to prohibit the
Great Northern Railway company [sic] from encroach-
ing upon the shores of  Cedar Lake.

According to the alderman from the eighth, the rail-
way company has pre-empted much of  the shoreline of

William Wallof.  New Great Northern Railway Tracks at the base of the Bryn Mawr Bluffs. 1900s.  Courtesy
Minneapolis Collection, Hennepin County Public Library.

this beautiful body of  water and is entertaining plans to
fill up as much the lake for purposes of  increasing its
trackage acreage.”

Throughout 1905 and 1906, the city’s two major
newspapers: the Minneapolis Tribune and the Minneapolis
Journal vied for coverage of  this significant story.  The
Tribune’s articles waxed enthusiastically about the gains
Minneapolis would see when the Great Northern
moved its facilities from St. Paul to the Mill City.
Meanwhile the steam shovels kept digging and the Bryn
Mawr bluffs kept retreating.

On August 26, 1906 the Journal ran this brief  note,

“Excavation began this week for construction of  a
forty-stall roundhouse for the Great Northern Railway
near Cedar Lake.”  It seemed this was the beginning of
the long-awaited relocation of  the Great Northern’s
facilities.  A few weeks later, however, the Journal
dropped a bombshell: the company had decided not to
move its facilities from St. Paul to Minneapolis—and it
was blaming the about-face on Minneapolis city offi-
cials.

For years, the Great Northern had held that the city
was responsible for constructing and maintaining pub-
lic bridges over rail tracks and yards.  The city finally
went to court to compel the railroad to pay for bridge
maintenance and repair and the suit pended before the
state Supreme Court.  The Great Northern may have
hoped the carrot of  relocating its rail facilities to
Minneapolis would persuade city officials to drop the
suit (as well as the issue of  the city-own land). But the
council refused to take the bait, and now the company
had withdrawn the carrot. 

Ultimately, the GN did greatly increase trackage
throughout the Cedar Lake corridor; it also built a few
switching facilities at the north end of  Cedar Lake.  But
no roundhouses, maintenance facilities, or repairs
shops, ever materialized, nor did thousands of  Great
Northern workers ever make their way to Minneapolis.

William G. Wallof ’s photograph, taken some time
after 1906, reveals the results of  the bluffs’ excavation.
Looking west, one can see the curve of  the Great
Northern’s double track line below the Bryn Mawr
bluffs.  To the north, the gash in the bluffs is still fresh.
A railcar sits underneath, marking the base of  the new
bluff  line.  A part of  Bryn Mawr had vanished forever. 

William Wallof. New Great Northern Railway
Tracks at the base of  the Bryn Mawr 
Bluffs. 1900s. Courtesy Minneapolis Collection,
Hennepin County Public Library. 



OCTOBER 20, 2017 HILL AND LAKE PRESS 9

fb.com/janneformpls@janneformpls janneformpls@gmail.com

(612) 816-2115 2112 Dupont Avenue South, #3 | Minneapolis, MN 55405
janneformpls.org

MINNEAPOLIS
CITY OF PROMISE

JANNE FLISRAND FOR MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL WARD 7

JANNE FLISRAND
  Small business owner 
  Community development 

expert 
  Positive pragmatist
  Genuine listener

BE PART OF A CITY THAT 
LIVES UP TO ITS PROMISE 
Choose affordable and comfortable homes, a healthy 
environment, and respectful public service. November 7th, 
elect a city council member who will work with you to build 
a city that works for everyone. 

MINNEAPOLIS IS FALLING BEHIND 
TWENTY YEARS OF THE STATUS QUO IS NO LONGER GOOD ENOUGH

Prepared and paid for by Neighbors For Janne 3525 Fremont Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55408

Janne
F L I S R A N D

for Minneapolis City Council
a leader who listens

VOTE JANNE NOVEMBER 7TH
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LAKE OF THE ISLES HISTORIC LIGHTING - An Illuminating Subject
By Kathy Kullberg, LHENA Historian

Bridges No. 3 and No. 4 lamp pedestal 
and lighting.

More photos and drawings on page 12

in the gaps between the two southern most islands, cre-
ating a continuous drive around the lake and connecting
the lake to the rest of  the city’s parkways.  The
Minneapolis park board spent well over the then enor-
mous sum of  $100,000 to build the six bridges and two
canals which connected Lakes Cedar and Calhoun to
the Lake of  the Isles.  Today this sum would equate to
more than $3 Million.
Ten long years of  actual planning, dredging swamps,

bogs and mosquito infested waters resulted in the
crown of  jewels that assures Minneapolis’s place at the
top of  the nation’s best system of  parks.  
The July 6, 1911 Star Tribune reported that the

“Linking of  the Lakes Day” began below the new Lake
Street bridge over the canal between Calhoun and Lake
of  the Isles: “A small set of  gates symbolically blocked
the entrance to the Lake of  the Isles channel.  Speeches
were delivered, dedicatory odes recited, water from the
two lakes was ritually mixed in a golden loving cup.  At
that moment the gates were raised and the “Maid of  the
Isles” bedecked with garlands and flags, passed under
the bridge.....A throne had been erected on a platform
on the larger of  the two islands of  the lake [Lake of  the
Isles], and here five young women in appropriate cos-
tumes impersonating the spirits of  Minneapolis, Lake
Harriet, Lake of  the Isles, Cedar lake, and Lake
Calhoun, reviewed the parade of  ships – replicas of
ancient water craft illuminated and manned by crews in
picturesque historical costumes.  The island was also
attractively illuminated, and after the water parade, a
brilliant display of  fireworks climaxed the eventful day.”
The aqueous jewels of  the city were thus connected.

The wide boulevards were completed surrounding Lake
Harriet, Lake Calhoun and Lake of  the Isles.  Bridal
paths along with the pebbled broad roadways offered
recreational equestrian pleasure on all days of  the week.
Cycling and boating enthusiasts could easily navigate
the lakes and enjoy a picnic on the sandy beaches.
Unfortunately, it was, however, a different story in

the evening.  In the push to reach the grand opening

week in July, some projects had to be shelved.  There
were cost overruns during the decade previous and the
wing walls on the fourth bridge on the west side of
Lake of  the Isles over the Cedar Lake canal had to be
rebuilt.  In addition, a law suit between the park board
and the dredging company consumed time and money
to resolve.  
One of  those projects shelved included the string of

lamps lining the new boulevards and the bridge lighting
for bridges No. 3 and No. 4, around Lake of  the Isles.
On all the park board plans, the four major bridges
between Lake Calhoun and Cedar Lake were numbered
thus:  No.1 was the Lake Street bridge; No. 2 was the
railroad bridge over the Calhoun lagoon; No. 3 was the
bridge at the southeastern corner of  Lake of  the Isles;
and No. 4 was the bridge on the western shore spanning
the Cedar Lake canal.  
After a contest and bids solicited designs of  the four

major bridges, Messers Vroman and Lincoln Rogers of
New York City won the bid for No. 1 – the Lake Street
Bridge.  Mr. William Pierce Cowles and Cecil Bayless
Chapman of  Minneapolis were selected for their sim-
plistic but elegant solution using locally sourced stone
for bridges No. 3 and No 4.  Chapman was then con-
tracted to be the park board’s chief  engineer overseeing
the building of  the bridges.  Bridges 3 and 4 incorpo-
rated pedestals at either end to be capped with identical
lamp posts. Bridge No. 1 featured a more simplistic
approach.
However, at this time, new technology in lighting

was coming into play and the decision of  which would
be more cost effective was a bone of  contention
amongst the directors of  the park board.  They could
not decide between traditional gas lights nor the newer
electric lights.  And if  electric, should the source be
powered by park board generators or purchased from
the Minneapolis Gas Light Company franchise?
Contributing fuel to this indecisiveness, was the board’s
small annual budget, the extra cost to rebuild bridge
No. 4 wing walls, and a law suit with the dredging com-

pany.  
Research on the park board annual reports for the

Chapman bridges has turned up the drawings for the
missing lamps.  The design for Bridge No. 1 shows a
tall, plain cast base with a single large lamp on top.
Bridges No.3 and No. 4 outlines a more sculpted base
with a more elaborate lighting design featuring a large
center light bulb and four subservient bulbs.
In the end, the lovely lighting designs for bridges 1,

3 and 4 were never purchased nor installed.  Whether
there are electric or gas lines running into the pedestals
is presently unknown.  If  one looks on the top of  the
pedestal bases, there are obvious circular holes marking
the locations where the lampposts would have been
installed.  
Although, July 8, 1911 marked the end of  this peri-

od in the history of  park land acquisition and uniting
the city parks with a grand celebration the Grand
Rounds is not truly completed.  Perhaps one day, the
two bridges of  the Lake of  the Isles will be finished as
designed - illuminated in the elegant splendor as once
dreamed and planned of  by Chapman and Cowles.
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CEDAR ISLES DEAN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
By Monica Smith

EAST ISLES RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

By Diana Schleisman, AdministratorBOARD MEETING MINUTES, October 11,
2017

The meeting was held at Jones-Harrison Residence.
Board members in attendance: Interim Chair Amanda
Vallone, Secretary Rosanne Halloran, Stacia Goodman,
Rich Heichert, Barbara Lunde, Jan Nielsen, Taylor
Pentelovitch, James Reid, Vern Vander Weide, and Mike
Wilson.  Staff: Monica Smith

Interim Chair Amanda Vallone called the meeting to
order at 6:00 p.m.
City Council Member Lisa Goodman, Ward 7 
Lunch with Lisa is Wednesday, October 25, noon at

University of  St. Thomas. The topic is Super Bowl 52. 
Street sweeping will begin October 16. Details at

minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/streetsweeping. Do
not rake leaves/yard waste into streets. 

Dean Pkwy, between Thomas Ave and Lake of  the
Isles Pkwy, will be closed for four days beginning
October 16. Watch for detour signs. 

A watermain connection will be installed on St.
Louis Ave, between W 29th St and St. Paul Ave.
Construction begins on October 16 and will take 2-3
weeks.

The Southwest LRT Wall Committee held their first
meeting. CM Goodman appointed Margaret Anderson
Kelliher to serve on the committee. 
Announcements
Public hearings will be held by the Planning

Commission on Monday, October 16, 4:30 p.m. at City
Hall, Room 317, for the following:

To amend land use application fees, regulations
affecting uses subject to site plan review, and standards
governing changes to approved applications

To amend regulations related to parking garages
Thrill Kenwood, Amanda Vallone 
This free, family event will be held on Saturday,

October 28, 4:00-8:00 p.m. at Kenwood Community
Center. Proceeds from this year’s event will go to hurri-
cane relief. 

The CIDNA Board approved $200 for printing and
supplies (CPP allowable expenses).
Wine Tasting Fundraiser, Monica Smith
The fundraiser to support CIDNA and Uptown

area neighborhood associations will be held on
Thursday, October 26, 6:00-9:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Greek Orthodox Church, 3450 Irving Ave S. Tickets are
$25 in advance and CIDNA keeps 100% of  proceeds
from tickets we sell (CIDNA’s fundraising goal is
$1500). CIDNA needs to fill eight volunteer shifts on
the day of  the event. 

Contact info@cidna.org to purchase tickets or go to
handlwine.eventbrite.com.
NRP/CPP Report, Claire Ruebeck
CIDNA Speaker Series was held on October 1 with

Ifrah Mansour, an internationally recognized Somali
artist and educator. 
Cedar Lake South Beach update:
The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing

on Monday, October 16, 4:30 p.m. at City Hall, Room
317, to allow for improvements to Cedar Lake South
Beach in the R1/Single Family and SH/Shoreland
Overlay District: 

Conditional use permit to allow for development on
a steep slope for a public park in the Shoreland Overlay
District.

Variance to reduce the required front yard setback to
allow for a new restroom building, new terrace, and
other improvements.

Right of  way vacation to vacate an unpaved portion
of  Cedar Lake Ave.

The Park Board received eight bids for reconstruc-
tion of  South Beach; the lowest bid was $159K over
budget. We are waiting to hear whether the budget
shortfall will be met by existing funding sources. The
next deadline to award the construction contract is
October 19. 

All are invited to an Open House for Rita’s House
on Thursday, October 26, 5:00-6:30 p.m. at 2200
Emerson Ave S. 

The next committee meeting is Tuesday, October
24, 3:30 p.m. at Rustica.
Transportation Committee, Mike Wilson

Calhoun Village construction for access and parking
improvements continues. The wall at the NE corner of
West Lake and Market Plaza will be removed in Spring
2018.
Southwest LRT:
The September issue of  the Hill & Lake Press fea-

tured seven articles about Southwest LRT.
Lakes and Parks Alliance lawsuit: the hearing for the

motions for summary judgment was held on October 4;
waiting for the decision from the judge. 

Met Council is seeking new construction bids for
Southwest LRT (the shallow tunnel remains in the
plans). 

BNSF is planning for future expansion of  track near
Target Field. 

A sales tax increase for transit went into effect on
October 1. 

The Transportation Committee will begin holding
monthly meetings on the first Thursday of  the month
at 9:00 a.m. at Rustica. All CIDNA residents are wel-
come to attend. The next meeting will be Thursday,
November 2.
Pedestrian & Safety Committee
The Safety Walk will be held on Saturday, October

14, 10 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., meet at Caribou Coffee,
Calhoun Commons. The focus will be on the safe
movement of  walkers, cyclists and vehicles around the
West Calhoun neighborhood. 
CIDNA Neighborhood Yard Sale, Amanda

Vallone
Jones-Harrison raised $5,200 from their Rummage

Sale in September. Three CIDNA homes hosted sales.
Jones-Harrison has indicated they want to hold the
event again next year. CIDNA will work to encourage
more neighborhood residents to hold their own sales. 
Fall Festival
The Fall Festival was held on October 8. Thanks to

Chair Elaine May and all the volunteers. 
The costs were $82 over budget due to increases in

the cost of  printing and distributing the post card. The
CIDNA Board approved the additional unbudgeted
expense and to reimburse Mike Wilson for a $20 gratu-
ity he gave to the equipment delivery person.
Ward 7 Candidate Forum, Mike Wilson
The forum was held on September 28. CIDNA’s

expenses are expected to be about $85. 
Lake Calhoun Name Change, Mike Wilson
The Hennepin County Board will hold a public

hearing on renaming Lake Calhoun on Tuesday,
October 17, 6:00 p.m. at Hennepin County
Government Center, Room A-2400, 300 S 6th St. 
CIDNA Committee Review, Rich Heichert 
Rich Heichert, Amanda Vallone and Rosanne

Halloran met to review CIDNA’s existing committees
and discuss new committees. The group created a
Committee Mission and Action Plan document. The
board will discuss further before any action is taken.
Rich will bring a new committee proposal to pilot the
new template document and process to the November
or December meeting.
Chair and Vice Chair
We continue to search for a permanent Chair and

Vice Chair for the CIDNA Board. 
Amanda Vallone will serve as Interim Chair until

November 8. Jan Nielsen will serve in the role from
November 9-December 13 and Stacia Goodman will
serve from December 14-January 10. 
Art Mart, Amanda Vallone
Art Mart is being planned for Saturday, November

25, 12:00-4:00 p.m. at Jones-Harrison. Space for 25 ven-
dors is available. Contact AmandaVallone@live.com if
interested. 
Renter Outreach, Monica Smith
A renter outreach event will be discussed at the

November board meeting.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
The next meeting is Wednesday, November 8, 6:00

p.m. at Jones-Harrison Residence. Amanda Vallone will
serve as Interim Chair. Note to CIDNA residents: sign
up for our monthly e-newsletter by sending a request to
info@cidna.org.

Minutes from the EIRA BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS (BOD) Meeting September 12, 2017
Grace Trinity Community Church

Board members present: Brad Ash (President), Mike
Erlandson (Vice-President), Brian Milavitz (Treasurer),
Debbie Gold (Secretary), Peter Mason, Julia Curran,
John Grochala, Steve Havig, Carla Pardue, Amy
Sanborn

Board members absent: Andrew Degerstrom
Guests: Lisa Goodman (City Councilmember),

Michael Gold (resident), Kathy Waite (Minneapolis
Police Inspector), Jennifer Waisanan (Crime Prevention
Specialist)
Welcome & Call to Order: Brad Ash, EIRA

President

Guest Speaker, Lisa Goodman, City Council
Member

Lunch with Lisa, Wednesday, September 27, 2017
(12:00-1:00), Opus Hall; room 202, Peavey Plaza
Update
Fall Street Sweeping
Will begin, Monday, October 16
The full city process takes four (4) weeks to com-

plete
More specific details and information will be avail-

able as the time is nearer
2740 Humboldt Ave S: On Thursday, September

14 (4:30, in City Hall, room 317) the Board of
Adjustments will hear a variance request to allow a
fourth dwelling unit on a lot under 5,000 square feet in
an R5 District

Mayor Hodges Delivered 2018 Budget Address on
September 12 at 12:00 Noon

A recommended budget was delivered to the City
Council and the Board of  Estimate and Taxation on
Aug 15

The formal budget address will be held in Council
Chamber at City Hall

Council Members will consider the budget from
now through early December

Final approval of  the 2018 budget is scheduled for
December 6
Ballot Set for November 7 Minneapolis

Elections
Candidate filing for the upcoming municipal elec-

tion has now closed
Candidates for Mayor, City Council, Park and

Recreation Board, and Board of  Estimate and Taxation
that will be on the ballot are known, those can be seen
at: www.vote.minneapolismn.gov/candidate/FILING

This election will use ranked-choice voting.
Voters rank up to 3 candidates for each office, for

more info: www.vote.minneapolismn.gov/RCV
Additional election information can be found at:

www.vote.minneapolismn.gov
First Full Year of  Organics Recycling Data
More than 45,000 households signed up to partici-

pate
Diverted almost 4,000 tons of  organics from the

trash, that’s 175 pounds or organics per household
Solid Waste Customers can sign up at www.min-

neapolismn.gov/organics
Participants may also reduce the size of  their

garbage carts and save money
Minneapolis Convention Center Awarded

LEED Green Building Certification
LEED is an internationally recognized certification

system that measures how well a building or communi-
ty performs in areas including energy savings, water
efficiency, carbon dioxide emissions reduction,
improved indoor environmental quality and steward-
ship of  resources and sensitivity to their impacts.

Examples of  ongoing notable sustainability initia-
tives include:

Offsetting energy use by 100 percent with solar and
wind power

Recycling 60 percent of  waste in 2016
Collecting 160 tons of  organics for hog feed and
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EAST ISLES RESIDENTS  ASSOCIATION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
By Diana Schleisman, Administrator

Don�t be afraid. Change can be such a beautiful thing.  

3700 Cedar Lake Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416
Jones-Harrison

Established 1888

Worry Free - Take up old hobbies or pursue new ones. 

Social - Wine & cheese happy hours, restaurant & theatre outings, holiday parties and more.

Diverse - Fellowship Programming including Jewish and Catholic services, bible study, and  
                 peaceful gardens nurture the spirit. 

Active - Wellness Center membership with indoor pool and exercise classes keep the body active and strong.

Call today at , for a tour of our beautiful home 
beside Cedar Lake, or visit us at 

Jones-Harrison Assisted Living is committed to the whole being of our residents, providing 
them with the best possible opportunity to continue to lead full and independent lives.

composting
Donating 4 tons of  food per year
Creating a pollinator garden that is inviting for bees,

butterflies and other essential pollinators
MnDOT Has Begun Work on the 35W Project
To learn more or to get more detailed information,

check out their web sites at:
www.mndot.gov/metro/projects/i35wminneapolis
www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/i35wmin-

neapolis/
Also note two (2) specific bridge closures:
Franklin Av Bridge: over I-35W scheduled to close

for reconstruction Sept 2018 through mid-2019
Portland Av Bridge:  over I-94 and I-35W is antici-

pated to close for pier work in late Sept for 2 mos.
City Council Approved Nomination of  Medaria

“Rondo” Arradondo for Police Chief
August 31, the full City Council voted to approve

the nomination. The official swearing in ceremony was
held on Friday, September 8, 2018. Arradondo joined
the MPD in 1989 as a patrol officer in the 3rd Precinct.
He has served as a School Resource Officer and a
North side beat officer.  He also has internal affairs and
property-crime investigation experience.  He served as
inspector for the 1st Precinct, and was most recently
deputy chief  and chief  of  staff.  He is the first African
American Police Chief  in the City of  Minneapolis

MPD Announces Change to Body Camera
Policy

The new policy requires all officers to begin record-
ing when they respond to a call for serving, whether dis-
patched or self-initiated.

Acting Police Chief  Arradondo says he believes the
change strengthens expectations of  body worn camera
activation and set a clear direction for all officers to acti-
vate consistently and appropriately.

Minneapolis Strengthens Law on Flavored
Tobacco

City Council voted August 4 to help protect young
people’s health by restricting sales of  all flavored tobac-
co products including menthol, mint and wintergreen
to tobacco shops and off  sale liquor stores.

The regulation will take effect in August 2018,
reducing availability of  these products from 318 tobac-
co outlets to 23 tobacco product shops and 24 liquor
stores.

Minneapolis Posts Deleted EPA Climate
Change Data

Minneapolis has joined cities around the country in
posting the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
deleted climate data.

The posted data is a snapshot of  the EPA Site
before climate change information was removed.

Recognizing that climate change is real, the City is
helping make sure people have access to information.

The City is committed to taking action to adapt to
climate threats while reducing dependence on fossil
fuels.

Guest Speaker, Kathy Waite, Minneapolis Police
Inspector

Kathy Waite presented the current state of  crime,
patrolling and resources in the 5th precinct. She men-
tioned that a suspect was arrested they believe was tied
to several recent robberies in East Isles. She also
believes that the slight uptick in violent crime is all
linked to the bar areas in Uptown and that area now
attracting a younger [and more intoxicated] crowd.

The best resource/assistance EIRA could provide
to MPD to help with crime prevention in East Isles are:

1) call 911 and report every incident so that it
is on record

2) sponsor a camera near the library in Uptown
- Mike Erlandson is working on it. 

Open Forum (N/A)
Committee Reports
President’s Report (postponed until Oct meeting)
Secretary’s Report 
Debbie Gold will be looking into the logistics of

possibly of  starting up a Farmer’s Market 2018 on the
Mall and will report back to the BOD.

Social Committee

Amy Sanborn reported that the Wine Tasting
Fundraiser (scheduled for October 26th) planning is
going well. Petersen Keller and Hennepin Lake Liquors
are premier sponsors. Tickets are being sold for $25
each. EIRA benefits from the fundraiser in two ways:
100% of  all proceeds from tickets sold directly and 25%
of  proceeds form ticket sales at the door. Board mem-
bers were encouraged to sell tickets. Historically, East
Isles has had the lowest representation at this event, so
we’d like to change that. Board agreed to place small ad
in HLP. For more information please contact
info@eastisles.org.

-  Super Sale was a huge success with over 41
homes participating from East Isles. This year was in
partnership with Lowry Hill. While the neighborhood
really appreciates the sale, it is a huge undertaking and
MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for next
year.

Transportation Committee/Midtown Greenway
(N/A)

Zoning & Land Use Committee
Carla Pardu reported that the Sons of  Norway

Project is underway and they will be holding a neighbor
open house from 4-6PM on September 14th. Brad Ash
has agreed to attend and represent EIRA. The next
Zoning Committee will be held on Tue, September 19th
from 7-8:15pm at Grace Church. 

NRP Steering Committee
Mike E. met with Park Board to discuss various

Lake of  the Isles projects. 
Chess tables on the Mall have been approved for

purchase and installation. Timing TBD. 
Plantings on the Mall are a work-in-progress. 
Discussion of  Triangle Park tree replacement or

other shade providing options ensued.
Permission granted to hire contractor for Lake of

the Isles clean-up
Park Board gave permission to work with Jim Smart,

a local architect who has volunteered his time, to re-
imagine the warming house. Options for refreshing
under consideration include: re-roof, new windows,
new doors, paint, possible shutters. Cost is a considera-
tion and budget set aside is $25,000.

The Bridge is hosting an Open House for Rita’s
House on October 26th from 4-6PM. 

Discussion Items
N/A
President Brad Ash adjourned the meeting.

The next EIRA meeting will be at 7 pm on
October 10, 2017 @ Grace Trinity Community
Church, 1430 W 28th St.

EIRA invites and encourages participation by every
resident to each program, service and event organized
by EIRA. Should you require an accommodation to
fully participate, or if  you require this document in a
different format, please let us know by contacting us at
info@eastisles.org at least five (5) days before an EIRA
sponsored event.

Respectfully Submitted by: Debbie Gold, Secretary
EIRA Board of  Directors

LOWRY HILL EIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

By Phil Hallaway, Acting Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes October 3, 2017 at the
Kenwood Rec Center

Board Members Present:  Phil Hallaway, Bob Hinck,
Tom Huppert, Evan Stern, Toni D’Eramo, Lee
Switzenberg, Jimmy Fogel, Michael Cockson, Sarah
Janecek, Sam Ellingson

Others: Lisa Goodman, Krishna Dorney, Jennifer
Breitlinger, Michael McLaughlin 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM.
Approval of  Minutes: Michael Cockson moved

and Jimmy Fogel seconded that the minutes of  the
September 5, 2017 meeting be approved. The motion
passed unanimously.

Community Announcements:  Council member
Goodman reviewed the following:

Last Lunch with Lisa for this year will be October 25
at University of  St. Thomas Opus Hall 202, noon to 1
PM. Super Bowl host committee head will talk about
benefits for residents and family friendly activities for
kids.

Street sweeping is starting, dates for specific streets
can be found online.

Early and absentee voting is now open.  Elections
this year will be ranked choice and information is avail-
able from Ms. Goodman’s office.

The City has exceeded $1 billion in development
projects this year.

Treasurer’s Report: Balance of  $8,089.  Mr. Hallaway
reported that he has submitted the executed contracts
to the City for $51,500 of  NRP for funding of  the
Hennepin/Lyndale median and Fremont/Mount Curve
projects.

Director Vacancy:  Jennifer Breitinger stated that
she was interested in serving as a Director and provid-
ed a brief  bio on herself.  Michael Cockson moved and
Jimmy Fogel seconded that Jennifer Breitinger be elect-
ed to the Board to fill the outstanding Director vacan-
cy.  The motion passed unanimously.

Appointment of  Committee Chairs: Bob Hinck
volunteered to chair the Environmental committee. 

Zoning and Planning Committee: Variance
request for 46 Summit Place has been approved by the
CIty for a small addition, replacement of  retaining wall
and landscaping.  A sub group of  the board will meet
with Jean Rottman of  Nolan Properties concerning
Burch delivery trucks and valet problems.

Crime and Safety Committee: Lee Switzenberg
reported that he contacted Jennifer Waisanen, interim
Crime Specialist for Lowry Hill, and she stated that a
full-time Crime Prevention Specialist will soon be
appointed for our area.  Mr. Hallaway reported that car
break-ins continue to be a problem and residents must
be encouraged not to leave anything in their cars.

Events:  
The 7th Ward Candidates Forum held on September

28 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church was very well received.
The League of  Women Voters was instrumental in
making the event a success. Other neighborhood asso-
ciations will share cost of  the event.

A Ranked Choice Voting Workshop will be held on
LHNA to page 12
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KENWOOD ISLES AREA ASSOCIATION
By Jack Levi

October 25, 2017 from 7-8:30 PM at the Kenwood Rec
Center.  Michael Cockson moved and Sam Ellingson
seconded that Mr. Hallaway be authorized to organize
this event. Motion passed unanimously.
Communications Committee will publicize the event.

Thrill Kenwood requested $500 in support from
LHNA for 2017 event. This is the same amount LHNA
has contributed in the past. Michael Cockson moved
and Toni D’Eramo seconded that LHNA contribute
$500 to this event. Motion passed unanimously.

Dunwoody tour event will be moved to Summer
2018 per request from Dunwoody Institute 

Sculpture Garden tour moved to Spring/Summer
2018

Lake of  the Isles Historic Walking Tour was well
received, residents who were unable to attend have
asked the board to repeat the tour in 2018.

County Commissioner Marion Green contacted Phil
Hallaway seeking feedback on the proposed wall to be
built as part of  the SWLRT project. She hopes to orga-
nize a field trip to educate residents on the location and
scope of  the wall project. Communications committee
to publicize the details of  this field trip when they
become available. 

Events committee, on behalf  of  LHNA, will be
doing the pie and ice cream Thanksgiving thank you to
the 5th precinct fire and police again this year. 
Neighborhood Priorities: 
Michael McLaughlin, Community Innovation Fund

Consultant provided information about the
Hennepin/Lyndale and Douglas median projects. He
stated that 1200 feet of  1” pipe has been installed with-
in 4” sleeves to provide water supply for all medians
within the Hennepin/Lyndale corridor.  Valve boxes
equipped with standard garden hose faucets have been
installed at 32 surface grade locations at the end of  each
water pipe. Total cost of  this work was $16,000.  He
stated that this work, approved in advance by LHNA
representatives, was necessary because to have done it
at a later date would have been much more expensive.
Because the piping was installed by LHNA, the organi-
zation will be responsible for ongoing maintenance.
However, annual maintenance costs for the entire cor-
ridor is proposed to be funded by a coalition of  stake-
holders.  Piping has been installed for the Douglas
Median, but the design and implementation of  the the
irrigation system within the Douglas Median has not
been undertaken because it is not included as part of
the Community Innovation Fund grant scope of  work.
Installation of  an irrigation system within the Douglas
Median will be an additional cost to LHNA.  Mr.
McLaughlin did not know the cost for this work.
Michael Cockson questioned why LHNA was responsi-
ble installing the 32 valve boxes throughout the corridor
and for their ongoing maintenance.  Mr. Cockson stat-
ed that the Board had previously authorized the instal-
lation of  piping only to the Douglas median and not to
the entire corridor.  In addition, he asked if  LHNA’s
responsibility for ongoing maintenance was based on a
contract or city ordinance.  Mr. McLaughlin replied it
was LHNA’s responsibility since they had installed the
supply infrastructure.  Additional discussions will be
needed to understand where this project stands and its
costs.

Neighborhood beautification project at the
Fremont/Mount Curve Triangle has been completed.
Historical: 
Krishna Dorney reported that the committee is con-

sidering an event or walking tour to showcase historic
homes in the Lowry Hill Neighborhood. Hopefully this
can be organized for October.  The board was very
receptive to the idea. Committee will do further plan-
ning and see if  feasible.
Communications: New LHNA web site will be

ready for launch in October. Print ads sharing LHNA
news will run in the Hill and Lake Press in October and
November.

Upon motion duly made and seconded the meeting
was adjourned at 8:53 PM.

LHNA from page 11

October 2017 KIAA Meeting Minutes
KIAA Board met on 10/02/17 at the Kenwood
Recreation Center

Chair Shawn Smith called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m.

Directors that are present:  Vice Chair Larry Moran,
Treasurer Matt Spies, Secretary Jack Levi, Angie
Erdrich, Will Stensrud, Mike Bono, Carl Goldstein,
Jeremy Nichols

Absent: Kyle Leier, Jeanette Colby, Mark Brown
The Agenda was Approved Unanimously
City Council Update – Lisa Goodman
October 25 is Lunch with Lisa at noon at St Thomas

Opus Hall, in room 202. The head of  the Super Bowl
committee will be there to talk about family events dur-
ing the Super Bowl. 

October street sweeping: Starts October 16 and will
last four weeks

1988 Sheridan will be applying for a variance for an
addition to the existing home

Early voting for the November 7 elections has start-
ed for “City Municipal” elections for Mayor, City
Council, Park Board, and Board of  Estimate and
Taxation

City of  Minneapolis exceeds $1billion in permits for
2017; this number excludes the stadium. 
Budget – Matt Spies, Shawn Smith
Shawn learned about regulations concerning CPP

funds from the City of  Minneapolis.  They need to be
identified as part of  the NRP funding application.  The
board approved proactively allocating the money in the
next three year cycle vs having a public notice and 21
day waiting period any time monies would be allocated.

Shawn spoke to Park Police Chief  Jason Ohotto and
asked for his perspective on the 95 police reports writ-
ten in 2017; even though this number is higher than
2016, the Chief  found this not alarming because in
2017 they were watching the beach more carefully,
including observing activities from a distance with
binoculars and that extra surveillance drove the
increase. KIAA allocated $5000 for the 2017 season for
extra police hours, of  which $2820 was used. 

The Board emphasized the importance of  starting
the patrols early in 2018 in order to establish a presence
early to have a safe start to the 2018 beach season.

The KIAA annual meeting food expenses are not
reimbursable by the City. Matt is in favor of  reducing
food expenses for the KIAA annual meeting and to put
more effort, throughout the year, towards raising more
money for expenses not reimbursable by the City. 
Community Oven – Angie Erdrich
Kingfield built a community oven and they keep it

on the ground of  the communities’ Arts Building; the
purpose of  this oven is to foster community building
and it has been successful. KIAA is considering a tem-
porary oven to be used at the annual gathering to
reduce food expense. 
612 Sauna Society – Will Stensrud: 
The portable saunas from the “612 Sauna Society”

are set to go on the 21st, 22nd, 28th and 29th of
October at Hidden Beach. They will be open 3 sessions
each of  those evenings; each session will accommodate
8 reservations online. The cost is $20 for a spot.
Hidden Beach – Will Stensrud: 
Will has had conversations with Keith Prussing

regarding a concert at Hidden Beach; Keith is in sup-
port of  live acoustic music at the beach in 2018. The
aim is to have 100-150 people attending.  

Randolph Findley of  the Shakespeare production
Company has agreed to have some of  the productions
for the summer of  2018 at Hidden Beach. 

Will is looking at scheduling a committee meeting;
the committee currently consists of  Mark Brown, Matt
Spies and Will Stensrud.
Community Communications – Shawn Smith:
KIAA current has a paid consultant to manage the

KIAA newsletter, the website, and other communica-
tions.  The annual stipend is $5000.  As the current con-
sultant contract has expired, KIAA is opening up a
search for any interested individuals to apply.   Please
email Chair Shawn Smith at ssmith288@me.com  by

October 23rd if  interested in applying.
Chair Shawn Smith adjourned the meeting at 8:30

p.m. 
The next Kenwood Isles Area Association Board

meeting is on November 6, 2017, from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
at the Kenwood Recreation Center. Monthly meetings
are held on the first calendar Monday of  each month
unless otherwise noted.  KIAA invites and encourages
participation by every resident to each program, service,
and event organized by KIAA. Should you require an
accommodation in order for you to fully participate, or
if  you require this document in a different format,
please let us know by contacting us at kenwoodmin-
neapolis.org

Lake Street Bridge, No. 1          

Lake of  the Isles pedestal base for lampposts,
bridge No. 4                                          Kullberg

Bridge No. 3 Lake of  the Isles

Lake of  the Isles Lighting from page 9



OCTOBER 20, 2017 HILL AND LAKE PRESS 13

London Chimney, Ltd.

sand upon the waters
By Tom H. Cook

I owe my life to the doctors, nurses, and support staff
at the University of  Minnesota Hospital.  My delicate and
at the time pioneering emergency heart surgery was per-
formed as JoAnne (the editor) was giving birth to our
daughter Rachael at HCMC hospital. It was fall 1979, our
second year in Minnesota.  I was teaching in
Bloomington and we lived in a cozy house on 34th Street
between Humboldt and Irving.  Thanks to new friends
and neighbors, the three of  us regained our balance. In
the summer of  1982 we added (with considerably less
chaos) another child, our dear son Ben.  In 1985, needing
more space, we moved north ten blocks to a house again
just off  Humboldt, this time near Lake of  the Isles.  That
was the wonderful growing-up home that the kids
remember.  We have happy memories, many centered
around Barton Open School, a K-8 adventure that pro-
vided Rachael and Ben with an excellent foundation of
learning.
In about fifth grade our daughter began modeling for

the Susan Wehmann agency near Loring Park. This lead,
a few years later, to an introduction to a fairy godmother
who provided her acting opportunities in Hollywood.
Meanwhile Ben decided on UC Santa Cruz for college
(Go Banana Slugs!).  JoAnne and I were frozen empty
nesters.  Rachael settled in Los Angeles; with very little
encouragement we followed.  In 2004 she married New
Zealand actor Daniel Gillies.  Many years later, I am still
writing for my dear friends, the writers and readers of  the
Hill and Lake Press, while living in southern California.
The Twin Cities Film Fest in St. Louis Park (October

18-28) is showing A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
Rachael plays Hermia.  She has been invited to the
October 28th screening.  The Film Fest folks did not real-
ize this would unleash a Kunta Kinte Roots-like reaction
in our family.  The adults have been back a number of
times, but now there are fresh young eyes and two big
new reasons to come home.  Charlotte is four and full of
questions, and Theo at two is just full of… zest.  (I had
to promise not to immerse the children in the lake before
being allowed to come). We are very excited to show
them where mom and uncle Ben grew up.  
We hardly know where to start:  Uptown, skyways,

bridges, Triangle Park, Lake of  the Isles, the Sculpture
Garden, Minnehaha Creek, our old house…  I am voting
for train and bus rides and other unique non-LA activi-
ties.  If  you see a winded older man chasing two children
racing through the neighborhood while kicking autumn
leaves, the old guy might be me.  We want to show the
kids a land that is not palm trees and traffic.  And dare we
hope for rain?  Whatever the weather, we are excited to
introduce Charlotte and Theo to the town that nurtured
us, and that we still call home.
Tom H. Cook is aware that his daunting and ambi-

tious plans for the visit could be undone by crankiness
and the need for naps.  Tom has vowed to do his best.

Theo and Charlotte

CIDNA Fall Festival:  It Takes a Village
by Elaine May

The CIDNA Fall Festival, held on October 8, was a
resounding success again this year, and could only have
happened with the concerted effort of  neighbors and
CIDNA board members.  Some working behind the
scenes, some in plain sight, our group pulled together to
create another wonderful afternoon for children and
adults.
As the sun began to shine on a crisp, idyllic autumn

Sunday, Board Member James Reid was spotted helping
to oversee the delivery of  tents and tables, and helping to
position all structures in the right place for the festival.
For many years, he has provided a real backbone to our
efforts.  His home adjoins Park Siding Park, and for each

festival he’s kept watch from start to finish, making sure
all is in order and running over to his house for any for-
gotten item we need to make the day run seamlessly.
And when Neighborhood Revitalization Program

Chair Claire Ruebeck arrived, handily wielding her tent-
stake-driving mallet, we knew that the tent-raising task
would be taken care of  in short order.  Board Member
Mike Wilson appeared soon thereafter, and in no time a
bare park had been transformed into colorful festival
grounds.  Tables were unloaded and put in place, and the
stage was set for an enjoyable day.
Next on the scene was neighbor Scott Abbott, who

for the past several years has taken on the responsibility

CIDNA FAll Festival to page 14
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readability."

To the Editor:
I want to thank Michael  Wilson and the Hill and

Lake Press for the comprehensive coverage of  the
upcoming October Hennepin County Public Hearing
for the controversial  proposed name change for Lake
Calhoun.  It is a complicated process and Michael suc-
cessfully sorted it out for those who are following the
issue.

Arlene Fried, Bryn Mawr

Where we are Now! By Jean Deatrick
I learned yesterday that my late husband John

Gridley’s cousin Stephen Alderson died on Saturday.
Steve, his wife, Annette, and his sister Marianne
Leighton who lives in SAn Diego were loving support-
ers of  John and me through the years.  Even after John
passed, I was included in emails and get togethers.  A
lunch with Steve, Annette, and Marianne was a joyful
time filled with good conversation and lots of  laughter.
I will miss him.  Steve lived in South Minneapolis, but
not in the Hill and Lake area, yet he dutifully read the
paper each month...and he contributed occasionally. He
believed in Minneapolis and supported our many neigh-
borhoods.  He will be missed.

And now we are getting ready to vote.  Please read
Michael Wilson’s article on voting and also Jim
Lenfestey’s.  It is very important that we vote so that we
don’t have another catastrophe like last year.  Learn
about your candidates and remember that it is impor-
tant to vote for your local candidates.

And don’t forget about Hill and Lake Press.  We
need your support AND your contributions.  

CIDNA Fall Festival

Scott Abbott serving hot dogs to David and Talia Lissauer. Photo by Dorothy Childers

of  grilling all of  the hot dogs for the festival.  Dressed
the part in a white chef ’s hat, white shirt, and white pants
with a smart-looking black apron, Scott staked his claim
for a grilling spot in the shade.  Soon he had assembled a
tidy grilling “man cave” with two grills, two comfortable
camping chairs, a service table for all of  his neatly-
stacked supplies, and a serving table where the neighbors
could pick up their hot dogs.

Board Secretary Rosanne Halloran, another Fall
Festival pillar, and neighbor Maria Jordan (who has also
been our Moon Walk Maven for the past several years)
arrived to put the finishing touches on the set-up.  A few
well-placed weighted balloons on the colorful yellow
table cloths, and it was a celebration waiting to happen.

Next, Board Member Rich Heichert arrived with 60
pounds of  ice for the pop and the container of  coffee
donated by Caribou.  Board Member Stacia Goodman
was there to help him set the food and beverage tables up
to be ready for our first guests.  And when Board
Member and Jones-Harrison CEO Lowell Berggren
appeared with the hot dogs and buns (generously donat-
ed by Jones-Harrison) we knew that the festival would
soon be in full swing!

With the scent of  grilling hot dogs wafting through
the air, the guests started to trickle in, and the festival was
off  to a good start.  While their parents and grandparents
visited with fellow neighbors and CIDNA board mem-
bers, children waited for their turn at the Moon Walk and
lined up to get their faces painted.  The other big attrac-
tion for the kids was an art table generously provided by
Board Member Amanda Vallone, of  Artrageous
Adventures.  And with elections coming up this fall, our
festival was graced by Mayor Betsy Hodges, Mayoral
Candidates Jacob Frey and Tom Hoch, and Park Board
Commissioner-At-Large Meg Forney.

The afternoon flew by, and before we knew it, it was
time for the prize drawings for adults and children.
Neighbor Cheryl LaRue was a valuable addition to our
festival this year.  She used her expertise in gaining dona-
tions from local merchants to obtain contributions of
bottled water from Walgreens and a large box of  cookies
from Cub.  She also assembled a collection of  donated
gift cards and coupons for our drawing the likes of  which
our festival has never seen before!  And much to the
delight of  neighborhood children, Board Member Taylor

Pentelovitch was there to organize and execute a drawing
of  autumn-themed toys and games for them.

Then it was time for neighbors to go home, well-fed
on hot dogs and snacks, many with prizes in hand.  Board
members and neighbors joined forces to take down

tables, chairs and tents in record time. (Much gratitude to
all the neighbors who pitched in to lend a hand!)  It was
a memorable day thanks to the memorable group of  peo-
ple who made it happen.

CIDNA Festival from page 13
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Au Revoir, Lucia’s
By Madeleine Lowry

Bruce Birkeland
612-925-8405

bbirkeland@cbburnet.com
bbirkelandgroup.com

Coldwell Banker Burnet

Bruce Birkeland doesn’t sell homes, he shares homes. The local 

lifestyle, the neighborhood history, the architectural  details, 

the impeccable construction, the feel of rare, exotic hardwoods 

beneath your stocking feet. Every listing has a unique story 

and Bruce would love to walk you through it. 

Walking through a luxury home with Bruce 
 is definitely a one-of-a-kind experience.
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Goodbye Lucia’s Restaurant. We will miss you. We’ll
miss the wholesome and creative yet elegant food. We’ll
miss the professionalism of  the staff  and the French
blue accents. We’ll miss the restrained décor that let that
food shine. You’ve been an institution in our neighbor-
hood for so many years.

We’ve celebrated birthdays and anniversaries with
you by candlelight and a backdrop of  hushed conversa-
tions. We’ve had quiet weekday lunches with spouses
and friends at your tables with sunlight streaming in the
windows. 

The addition of  the informal To Go café was bril-
liant— we loved the fluffy frittatas, the succulent roast
chicken and your tasty hot crepes. And the wine bar was
great too.

We’ve enjoyed taking long walks around the lake to
dine at your establishment. And the opportunity to
meet old friends and catch up over meals.

Of  all the great food I’ve tasted from your kitchen
over the years, there was one dish I liked so much that
I had to come up with a home version. Originally pub-
lished in 2011 on my cooking blog, The Fanciful Fig, I
offer it as a tribute to your culinary contribution to our
neighborhood.

(Almost) Lucia’s Squash Pancakes
Serves 6 - makes about 18 small (3”) pancakes
�

18 oz butternut or hubbard squash, peeled and
cubed 

1/2 cup milk
4 Tblsp melted butter
2 eggs
1 cup flour 
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
2 Tblsp brown sugar
1/2 Tblsp baking powder 
1 tsp salt
In microwave safe bowl, combine the squash and 3

Tblsp water.   Microwave for 5 minutes on high, stir,
then 5 minutes more.

In a food processor, combine melted butter, milk
and eggs.  Pulse until combined.  Add flour, cinnamon,
nutmeg, brown sugar, baking powder and salt.   Pulse
again.

Mash the cooked squash with a potato ricer or a
large fork.  Add it to the food processor.  Process until
you have a smooth batter.

�Fry the batter in quarter-cup portions in a but-
tered skillet over medium heat.  Makes about 18 small
(3”) pancakes.

Serve with cranberry relish and toasted pepitas, as
they used to at Lucia’s Restaurant.

CIDNA Resident  Launches New Book 

Maria Nhambu,  author of   the newly released America's Daughter, the second of  three books of  the Dancing Soul
Trilogy, is also a speaker, dancer, and educator.  America's Daughter continues the story of  a biracial girl who was born
in Tanzania, East Africa, and raised in a German orphanage until age 19, when she came to Minnesota with her
adoptive mother,  Catherine Murray Mamer.   In her new country, she  shared the  riches of  African culture and
dance by performing, teaching African studies at Central High School, and creating  the popular African dance
workout Aerobics With Soul.    She also introduced thousands of  children to African dance and culture, as a pre-
senter with Young Audiences in Minnesota. 

Nhambu is working on the third book in her trilogy, Drum Beats, Heart Beats, which she hopes to publish in
2018. America's Daughter is available at marianhambu.com and at the Smile Network's Inspire Store smilenet-
work.org., and Barnes and Noble.  Books and ebooks are also available on Amazon.com

Nhambu Photo: Dancing Twigs

America's Daughter by Maria Nhambu
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 Enthusiastic.  
Diverse. Qualified. 

 
 

Vote these candidates  #1 
to SAVE OUR PARKS on 

November 7. 

 
Supporting and 
Building on the 
Legacy of the  

#1 Park System 
in the U.S. 5 

years running. 
 

One of the Top 
Ten Urban 
Forests. 

 
 

This material is prepared and paid for by the Save Our #1 Parks Committee and is an independent expenditure not paid for by, or in cooperation with, or with 
the expressed or implied consent, authorization of, and not with the consent of or at the request of any candidate or candidate’s committee or agent, ‘Save 

Our #1 Parks’, 3519 2nd St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418 
 









Supported by 11 past Park Commissioners 
 



  
Tom is an experienced past Park Board President who 

helped make the Lake of the Isles and Sculpture 
Garden renovations happen.  Moving forward, he  will 
focus on Loring Park rehab, RiverFirst, Bassett creek 
restoration, and mitigating negative SWLRT impacts. 




These candidates support increased community 

engagement with all communities, riverfront greening, 
neighborhood park rehab, increased recreation citywide, 

maintaining our lakes, controlling invasives, and 
replacing our street trees. 

 A slate of candidates for Minneapolis Park 
Board want to radically change our park 

system.  We believe that they would destroy 
our parks.  We can do much better. . . . . 
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ENDORSED BY. . .  

 

 
Current/Former 

Park Board 
Commissioners: 

 
 

Anita Tabb 
 John Erwin  
Liz Wielinski  
Scott Neiman  

Jon Olson 
Patty Hillmeyer 
Annie Young 

Carol Kummer 
Scott Vreeland 

George Puzak & 
Walt Dziedzic                    

 
 
 

        
-Maintain/Fix Up our Park Infrastructure (using the 
new equity formula) 

-      Continue the 20-year Neighborhood Park Plan to repair and  
       maintain our neighborhood parks 

 
-Green our City 

- Continue planting the highest tree number in years (over 8,000 
per year) 

- Reclaim public access to the riverfront 
- Connect the missing links in the bike trail system 

 
-Insure park programming meets the needs of our  

diverse communities  
- Improve community engagement across ALL communities. 
- Add more senior programming, skateparks, pickleball courts, 

lacrosse and rugby fields 
- Offer more swimming lessons year round 
- Increase athletic scholarships for those in need 

 
-Promote health and wellness 

- Increase healthy activities in parks – (stationary bikes, 
exercise stations, yoga facilities, farmers markets, etc. 

- Increase Rec Center Programming citywide 
 
-Limit property tax increases 
-Protect our Recreation Centers 
-Bring river access to North/East Mpls (RiverFirst) 
 

THE RADICAL PARK BOARD SLATE OF CANDIDATES  
 One candidate violated campaign laws by falsely 

claiming endorsements from elected officials and was 
fined $1600. (OAH decision 11-0325-20954-CV). 
 

 One was fired from the Park Board for just cause (Civil 
Service Commission Decision- March 5, 2010) 

 
 One wants to take guns away from the Park Police. 

(Our Revolution screening, posted on Facebook on 
June 9, 2017). 

 
 One doesn’t consider buckthorn and garlic mustard 

invasive and questions whether we should control them 
in parks. (Facebook posts, August 11, 2017 and 
September 28, 2017) 

 
 One has failed to file state financial disclosure 

documents and was fined $1000 (matter referred to 
Attorney General’s Office by the Minnesota Campaign 
Finance Board, June 14, 2017, for legal action).  
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